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INTRODUCTION
The magnitude of the public health problem posed by the diseases encom-
passed under the heading of chronic obstructive respiratory diseases has
provided an impelling rationale for convening this Symposium. The joint
sponsorship of this meeting by the Division of Research Grants, and the
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases attests to the national
concern which we at the National Institutes of Health are interpreting by
stimulating increased efforts in this important area of research.
The principal reason for holding this Symposium is apparent upon con-
sideration of the lack of knowledge relative to the etiology of the chronic
obstructive lung diseases in man. Since well-controlled clinical studies of
these diseases are extremely difficult to design and execute, and because
few fruitful leads have resulted from such studies, it is felt that the develop-
ment of animal model systems will encourage a greater participation of
biomedical investigators in this important health area and thus lead to im-
proved prevention, diagnosis, and therapy. Much of the discussion here,
of necessity, will be more speculative than definitive, drawing in part upon
our knowledge of the human conditions, and in part on studies of lung
diseases of experimental animals. The organizing committee's hope is that
this Symposium will provide a forum for interested investigators from
various disciplines (1) to develop unifying concepts of this important
medical problem, (2) to stimulate thinking on possible causal pathways,
and (3) to identify promising areas of research aimed at establishing
etiologic bases of the human diseases comprising this complex.
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